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Tonight’s	sermon	asks	a	very	simple	question.	Why	are	we	as	Christians	involved	

with	Pride?	What	does	it	mean	for	us?	

	

Now	it	has	been	really	interesting	talking	to	friends	recently	about	what	Pride	is	

for.	There	is	a	conflict	going	on	between	different	parts	of	the	LGBTQ	spectrum	

about	how	Pride	should	serve	queer	people.		

	

Is	Pride	about	celebrating	hard-won	freedoms?	Is	it	about	creating	a	safe	space	

for	those	who	are	exploring	their	identity	and	might	be	nervous	or	vulnerable?	Is	

it	 about	 offering	 a	 continuing	 critique	 of	 and	 protest	 against	 society…	 and	 its	

straight,	 cis-gendered,	 patriarchal	 norms?	 The	 identity	 of	 Pride	 seems	 to	 be	

pretty	confused	at	the	moment.	

	

And	 if	 you	 are	 a	 Christian	who	 is	 asking	 that	 question…	well,	 things	 get	 even	

more	complicated.	

	

How	am	I	meant	to	relate	to	something…	which	after	all	is	named	after	one	of	the	

seven	 deadly	 sins?	 How	 am	 I	 meant	 to	 engage	 in	 all	 the	 positives	 of	 Pride	

parades,	events	and	 festivals…	without	 losing	sight	of	 the	 fact	 that	Pride	 is	not	

perfect…	and	that	 the	 light	of	Christ	may	need	shining	 into	even	the	best	party	

atmosphere?	

	

****	

	



As	 a	 gay	man,	 I	 have	 found	 that	 the	 challenges	of	 Christian	witness	have	been	

sometimes	different	 for	me	 than	 for	my	straight	 sisters	and	brothers	 in	Christ.	

Life	in	the	Church…	life	in	the	Body	of	Christ	looks	different	if	you	are	queer.	

	

But	 I	 have	 also	 found	 that	 living	 as	 a	 Christian,	 I	 approached	 being	 queer	

profoundly	 differently	 to	 my	 secular	 friends.	 I	 found	 I’ve	 often	 asked	 very	

different	questions…	and	wanted	different	things	from	life.	

	

Being	a	Christian…	fundamentally	changed	my	experience	of	being	queer.	And	it	

is	to	that	reality…	that	I	wish	to	draw	your	attention.	

	

*****	

	

Now,	 this	 is	 what	 I	 don’t	 mean.	 When	 all	 my	 friends	 went	 out	 to	 get	 laid…	 I	

stayed	 at	 home	 and	 watched	 a	 movie.	 I	 did…	 but	 trust	 me	 that	 was	 out	 of	

sheepishness	rather	than	piety.	

	

What	I	mean…	is	that	Christians	are	called	to	see	the	world	in	very	different	ways	

to	 our	 secular	 friends.	 And	 often	 only	 people	 of	 faith…	 can	 see	 particular	

narratives…	as	we	take	part	in	society	as	well.	

	

*****	

	

Hear	 the	 Gospel	 of	 our	 Lord	 Jesus	 Christ.	God,	who	 is	 rich	 in	mercy,	 out	 of	 the	

great	love	with	which	he	loved	us,	even	when	we	were	dead	through	our	trespasses,	

made	us	alive	together	with	Christ	and	raised	us	up	with	him.	

	

What	a	remarkable	thought	it	is…	to	know	that	God	has	made	that	promise	to	all	

of	 us	 who	 believe…	 and	 that	 he	 offers	 that	 promise	 to	 everyone…	 even	 the	

bewildering	variety	of	people	who	marched	the	streets	of	Newcastle	yesterday.	

	

*****	

	



This	is	something	which	is	easy	to	forget…	in	the	balloons…	the	glitter…	the	six-

packs	and	bosoms…	

	

God	has	declared	his	promise	of	eternal	life…	of	peace	and	joy	and	love…	to	all	of	

these	people	too…	

	

And	he	has	established	his	promises…	by	offering	 the	 life…	 the	 crucifixion	and	

resurrection	of	his	own	Son,	His	own	Self….	

	

for	you…	for	me…	for	them.	But	many…	have	not	yet	heard.	

	

*****	

	

This,	I	urge	you,	is	one	of	the	Christian	meanings	of	Pride.	

	

Pride	reminds	us…	that	the	grace	of	God…	the	undeserved	infinite	love	of	God…	

touching	 the	greatest	saint	and	 the	 lowliest	sinner…	 is	promised	as	a	gift…	not	

just	to	us…	but	to	all	the	people	we	might	forget.		

	

****	

	

Now,	sharing	the	good	news	of	what	God	has	done	for	us	is	hard.	

	

But	if	we,	queer	Christians…	friends	and	allies…	are	not	going	to	share	the	news	

of	the	good	promises	of	God	with	the	most	colourful	people	of	pride…		

	

…	nipples	out…	buttocks	wobbling…	leather	squeaking	in	the	rain…	

	

who	on	earth	in	the	Church	is?	

	

*****	

	



The	Gospel	 is	 this:	by	grace	you	were	saved	through	faith	in	Jesus;	and	this	is	not	

your	own	doing;	it	is	the	gift	of	God.		

	

You	 have	 received	 a	 very	 precious	 gift.	 Pride	 reminds	 us	 of	 the	 marvellous	

generosity	of	that	gift.	And	Pride	challenges	us	to	share	that	gift…	not	 just	with	

the	people	who	are	easy…	but	to	share	the	Gospel	with	all.		

	

God	who	 loved	 the	world	 so	much	 that	 he	 gave	 his	 only	 Son	 Jesus…	 to	 you…	

yearns	to	give	the	same	gift,	as	well…	to	every	last	one	of	them.	


