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1	Samuel	1-2	(Song	of	Hannah)	

Psalm	45:10-end	
Luke	1:39-56	(Song	of	Mary)	

	
Some	of	you	may	have	picked	up	already	that	I	am	a	big	fan	of	Mary...	proper	Mammy’s	
boy	and	proud.	
	
My	stole	has	a	Marian	Cross	–	dedicated	to	Our	Lady…	Christ	the	cross	rising	out	of	the	
womb	of	Mary.	
	
And	 on	 this	 special	 feast	 day	 of	Mary,	Mother	 of	 God…	 I	 am	 going	 to	 do	 something	 I	
almost	never	do.	
	
You	may	have	been	getting	used	to	my	preaching	style…	but	today	I	am	going	to	preach	
a	traditional…	old	school…	more	Anglican	than	the	Archbishop…	three	point	sermon.	
	
So	 buckle	 up…	 pay	 attention….	 because	we	 are	 about	 to	 go	 on	 a	 searing…	 rip-rolling	
rollercoaster	ride…	of	Fr	Thomas’	top	three	reasons	why	we	should	all	be	excited	about	
Mary.	
	
Are	you	ready.	Brace	yourselves.	
	
****	
	
Reason	one.	Mary	was	a	woman	of	astounding	faith.		
	
What	does	Elizabeth	say	about	Mary	when	she	arrives,	carrying	the	Christ	child	 in	her	
womb?	Blessed	is	she	who	believed	that	there	would	be	a	fulfilment	of	what	was	spoken	to	
her	by	the	Lord.	…	Blessed	is	she	who	believed.	
	
Cast	your	minds	back…	to	the	Annunciation.	The	Angel	Gabriel	from	heaven	came…	his	
wings	as	drifted	snow,	his	eyes	as	flame.	All	hail…	said	he…	thou	lonely	maiden	Mary…	
for	you	shall	conceive	in	your	womb	and	bear	a	Son…	by	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit…	
and	you	shall	name	him	Jesus.	
	
And	Mary…		believed.	
	
Now,	 cast	 your	 mind	 back	 a	 bit	 further…	 to	 the	 first	 book	 of	 the	 Prophet	 Samuel.	
Hannah,	the	mother	of	the	prophet	Samuel,	was	not	a	young	woman	like	Mary…	and	she	
could	not	conceive	a	child.		
	
But	she	prayed…	and	through	the	High	Priest	Eli…	God	told	her	she	would	have	a	child…	
and	she	too	believed	what	seemed	impossible.	
	



***	
	
But	not	all	the	women	of	the	bible	believed	God’s	promises.	Cast	your	minds	back…	right	
to	the	beginning	of	the	Bible…	the	book	of	Genesis.		
	
Abraham,	the	father	of	the	Jewish	people,	has	been	told	he	and	his	aged	wife	Sarah	will	
conceive	and	have	a	Son.	And	Sarah	overhears	the	angels’	message…	and	she	laughs	to	
herself…	 “Having	 a	 child	with	 that	 old	man…	 I	 should	 be	 so	 lucky.”	Her	 son,	when	he	
surely	comes…	is	called	Isaac…	laughter…	
	
Sarah’s	 response	 is	 natural…	 it	 is	 sensible.	 She	 laughs	 at	 God’s	 promises.	 They	 are	
impossible.		
	
But	 Hannah…	 and	Mary	 are	 different.	 They	 have	 faith	 that	 what	 God	 promises…	will	
come	to	pass.	
	
****	
	
That’s	reason	one…	why	we	should	all	be	excited	about	Mary.	Her	faith.	
	
Reason	two:	Mary	was	a	great	prophet	of	the	Kingdom	of	God.	
	
If	I	asked	you	to	list	off	some	great	prophets	of	the	Bible,	I	bet	we	could	come	up	with	a	
good	list	between	us	all.	Names	like	Moses,	Elijah,	Jonah,	Isaiah	and	John	the	Baptist.	
	
But	how	many	of	us	would	think	of	Hannah…	or	Mary.	
	
When	Hannah	against	 the	odds	gives	birth	to	Samuel	she	 is	moved	to	praise.	My	heart	
exults	in	the	Lord;	my	strength	is	exalted	in	my	God.	
	
Do	those	words	ring	any	bells	for	you?		
	
Mary	says	very	similar	words	when	she	sings	God’s	praises	with	her	cousin	Elizabeth.	
My	soul	proclaims	the	greatness	of	the	Lord,	my	spirit	rejoices	in	God	my	saviour.	
	
Both	women,	Mary	and	Hannah	are	moved	to	praise	when	God	fulfils	his	promises.	
	
But	they	do	more.	They	prophecy.	They	give	us	a	picture	of	what	the	world	will	be	like	
when	God’s	purposes	are	worked	out…	when	God’s	plan	is	fulfilled.	
	
Hannah	says,	He	raises	up	the	poor	from	the	dust;	he	lifts	the	needy	from	the	ash	heap,	to	
make	 them	 sit	 with	 princes	 and	 inherit	 a	 seat	 of	 honour.	 He	 will	 guard	 the	 feet	 of	 his	
faithful	ones,	but	the	wicked	shall	be	cut	off	in	darkness.	
	
Mary	 prophecies	 the	 same:	 He	 has	 shown	 strength	 with	 his	 arm;	 he	 has	 scattered	 the	
proud	 in	 the	 imagination	 of	 their	 hearts.	 He	 has	 brought	 down	 the	 powerful	 from	 their	



thrones	and	lifted	up	the	lowly;	he	has	filled	the	hungry	with	good	things,	and	sent	the	rich	
away	empty.	
	
Mary	 remembers	 the	 words	 of	 Hannah,	 words	 she	 has	 read	 in	 the	 Jewish	 scriptures	
many	times…	and	she	sings	to	God	of	a	time	of	justice,	of	mercy	and	truth…	a	time	when	
God’s	 love	and	God’s	goodness	rolls	over	the	earth	 like	a	tide…	as	the	supreme	love	of	
God	in	Jesus	is	finally	completed	at	the	end	of	all	time.	
	
	
The	 Church	 prays	 those	words	 every	 evening	 at	 evening	 prayer,	 in	what	 is	 called	 the	
Magnificat…	because	Mary’s	prophecy	 is	 the	best	 thing	we	have	yet,	 for	knowing	what	
the	justice	and	goodness	of	God’s	kingdom,	the	glory	of	heaven,	might	be	like.		
	
****	
	
We’ve	done	Mary’s	faith.	Then	her	prophecy	of	the	glory	and	justice	of	God’s	kingdom.	
	
Now,	time	for	my	favourite.		
	
Reason	three	why	we	should	all	be	excited	about	Mary.		Listen	carefully.	
	
When	we	crown	Mary	in	our	hearts…	we	crown	Jesus	as	Lord	of	all.	
When	we	crown	Mary	in	our	hearts.	we	crown	Jesus	as	Lord	of	all.	
	
*****	
	
You	may	have	heard	Mary	called	a	particular	title…	Mary,	Queen	of	Heaven.	
	
Anyone	heard	that?	
	
Queen	of	Heaven	rejoice	this	day….	
or	for	the	Sister	Act	fans	out	there…	Hail	Holy	Queen	enthroned	on	high.	
	
Christians	for	centuries	have	called	Mary	Queen.	But	is	she	Queen	in	her	own	right?	
	
Is	Mary	Queen	in	the	sense	that	Elizabeth	the	Second	is	Queen?	Does	the	biggest	crown	
rest	on	Mary’s	head?	
	
Absolutely	not!	
	
Mary…	is	nothing	more…	but	certainly	nothing	less…	than	the	Queen	Mum.	
	
The	tradition	of	calling	Mary	Queen	of	Heaven	really	took	off	in	France,	in	a	period	when	
the	French	had	a	very	famous	and	popular	Queen	Mother,	the	mother	of	the	King.	
	



Mary	is	not	Queen	of	anything	in	her	own	power…	Mary	is	not	important	enough	to	be	
queen	of	heaven…	she	 is	not	good	enough	to	be	queen	of	heaven…	and	she	 is	not	holy	
enough	to	be	queen	of	heaven.	
	
Mary	is	only	Queen…	because	Jesus,	her	Son…	is	King.	
	
When	we	think	about	Mary,	when	we	sing	songs	about	Mary…	NONE	OF	THAT	MAKES	
ANY	SENSE…	if	we	do	not	believe	that	Jesus	is	truly	king	of	all.	
	
*****	
	
I	chose	the	hymns	today	carefully.	We	have	some	Mary	hymns…	including	Tell	Out	My	
Soul…	 those	 are	 the	 words	 of	 the	Magnificat.	 But	 we	 have	 also	 sung	 Crown	him	with	
many	crowns.	
	
Whenever	 we	 think	 about	 Mary	 the	 faithful…	 we	 are	 utterly	 100%	 acclaiming	 Jesus	
Christ	as	King	of	our	hearts.	
	
Whenever	we	pray	to	Mary	the	faithful….	we	are	utterly	100%	acclaiming	Jesus	Christ	as	
King	of	Heaven.	
	
Whenever	 we	 sing	 about	 Mary	 the	 prophet….	 we	 are	 utterly	 100%	 acclaiming	 Jesus	
Christ	as	King	of	All	the	World…	King	of	all	that	is	and	ever	shall	be.	
	
****	
	
At	the	end	of	this	service,	we	will	sing	one	of	my	favourite	hymns.	It	goes	like	this.		
	
All	hail	the	power	of	Jesus’	name,	let	angels	prostrate	fall;	bring	forth	the	royal	diadem…	
	
and	 then…	all	 the	 saints	 and	 angels…	 and	Mary	herself…	Mary	 the	 faithful…	Mary	 the	
prophet	of	the	Kingdom	of	God…	
	
…	looks	her	beloved	Son	and	Saviour	Jesus	in	the	eye…	prays	for	every	one	of	us	who	ask	
her	prayers…	and	sings	with	us	and	all	Christian	people…	
	
crown	him…	crown	him…	crown	him…		
crown	him…	and	crown	him…	
	
for	Jesus	is	Lord	of	all…	Lord	of	heaven…	Lord	of	earth…	Lord	of	me…	and	Lord	of	you.	
	
*****	
	
Holy	Mary,	pray	to	God	that	we	may	have	the	sort	of	faith	he	gifted	to	you.		
Pray	that	we	may	look	for	God’s	kingdom	of	justice	and	truth	as	you	did.	
And	pray	that	your	Son	may	always…	to	the	day	of	our	death…	be	our	True	only	King.	
Amen.	


