
Sermon Remembrance Sunday 12th November 2017 
Wisdom of Solomon 6.12-16 

1 Thessalonians 4.13-18 
Matthew 25.1-13 

 

Resurrection's in the air, brothers and sisters. Resurrection's in the air. 

For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel's call and with the 

sound of God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise 

first. 

Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be changed, in a 

moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 

and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed 

 

Death has been swallowed up in victory! Where, O death is your victory? Where O 

death is your sting? 

Christ, our Lord, this Jesus whom we know in our hearts by faith, has risen from the 

dead. Even now, the crucified, He who died on the cross, lives... He pours his Spirit 

out on us the Church... and lives at His Father's right hand in glory. 

The feet that brought us the Gospel of peace... the hands that broke bread and gave 

wine... were cut through with nails... hung dead and cold... and were buried by a 

loving family...  

And yet these same hands and feet of Our Lord... walked again... broke bread 

again... shared wine again...  

And so it will be for all of us who die in the faith of Christ. 

Where O death is your victory? Where O death is your sting? Christ has swallowed 

up death in His victory. And the eternal conqueror calls us to follow him into eternal 

life. 

***** 



I doubt you've heard drama like that at many funerals. That's not to disparage the 

funeral preachers I've heard. Funerals aren't usually the time for shouting and 

excitement.  

But that is the drama scripture speaks when the apostles and prophets tell of the 

resurrection of the dead. 

Have you heard the Gospel message about the resurrection of the dead? I mean, 

you've probably heard the words a hundred times. But have you really heard it? 

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 

present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in 

all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Death for us who believe is not the end. Jesus makes this promise to those who 

believe. Even death... which seems like such an awful end. Even death... I have 

made a gate for your glory. 

You will die... and you will sleep... and then I, Jesus, Lord of all in heaven and 

earth... I will raise you up. I will make for you new bones... new muscles... new skin... 

I will put a new heart within you... beating strongly... new feet and hands that leap 

and embrace. I will raise you up to nothing less than fullness of life. And you will 

have this fulness of life for ever... with me. 

You who believe in me. 

 

**** 

Why do we bury our dead? Whether their body or their ashes? Why do we bury 

those we love? 

Here is the answer St Paul gives. 

We bury our dead... to share in Christ's own journey. We bury our dead to share in 

Christ's journey. 

Just as Christ died on the cross... so we will die. 



Just as Christ was buried in the tomb gifted by Joseph of Arimathea... so we will be 

buried in a grave prepared for us by others. 

And just as Christ rose from the grave, rolling back the stone that shut Him in... so 

we shall rise up from our graves, and see the light again... and rise to eternal life. 

***** 

There is a painting by one of my favourite artists, Stanley Spencer, called 

Resurrection in Cookham Churchyard. 

It depicts the resurrection of the people of an English country village, coming out of 

their graves, having a stretch, and rejoicing in the new life Christ has given them. It is 

a really lovely scene and always makes me smile. 

Remembrance Sunday is primarily about those who didn't fit into that painting.  

It is about those who do not have a physical grave... often because they died in war. 

Their bodies were not brought back to their local graveyard. And they will rise from 

death in another place. 

But Christ's promise to those fallen is exactly the same... as it is to us. 

If you believe in me... I will raise you up into eternal life. 

***** 

There's a part of Matthew's Gospel which you might have overlooked. I like to call 

this section the Zombie Gospel, and you will see why. 

After Christ is crucified, Matthew says this happens.  

At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The 

earth shook, and the rocks were split.  

 

...That's the bit you might know. But then... 

  



The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep 

were raised. After Jesus' resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the 

holy city and appeared to many. Now when the centurion and those with him, who 

were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were 

terrified and said, 'Truly this man was God's son.' 

Jesus' death on the cross changes something. It is a seismic moment, when the 

nature of the world as we know it... is completely changed. 

Death no longer has the upper hand. Death no longer goes on as before. The death 

of Jesus is so explosive, so cosmos shattering... that it drags into resurrection life 

those who have died long before.  

The death of Jesus on the cross yanks these people from their graves... to walk into 

the city and among the people... and to testify to the wonder of what God has done 

here. 

Resurrection is in the air. Pouring out from Christ on the cross of Golgotha. Speeding 

forth from the empty tomb... changing the rules by which life is lived and death is 

experienced. 

Have confidence, brothers and sisters, that those who have gone before you will rise 

from the dead. And if they believed in Christ it will surely be to a life everlasting. 

And have confidence also, that as surely as Christ died and rose from the dead... 

death will have no power over you.  

You too will rise from your grave... will receive the new body of your resurrection. 

And you who believe in Him, who claim Christ as your Lord... will live with Him for 

ever. 

Thank you, Lord Jesus. Amen. 

 


